EL ALIEN TORT STATUTE: EL IMPERIALISMO JUDICIAL
DE LOS VALORES OCCIDENTALES

THE ALIEN TORT STATUTE: THE JUDICIAL IMPERIA-
LISM OF WESTERN VALUES

RESuMEN: El Alien Tort Statute o Alien
Tort Claims Act es un dispositivo normativo
incluido en el Codigo de los Estados Unidos
que, tras permanecer practicamente inutili-
zado durante dos siglos, ha cobrado reciente
relevancia como un mecanismo utilizado
para demandar ante cortes estadounidenses
a Estados, funcionarios y ex funcionarios
gubernamentales, e incluso corporaciones,
con motivos que van desde dafios materia-
les, hasta alegadas violaciones a derechos
humanos. Dadas sus implicaciones, el al-
cance del Alien Tort Statute ha sido motivo
de constante debate judicial y doctrinario, el
cual es motivo del presente estudio.
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AsstracT: The Alien Tort Statute or
Alien Tort Claims Act is a regulatory device
included in the United States Code which,
after being virtually useless for two centu-
ries, has recently gained importance as a
mechanism to sue before U.S. courts to Sta-
tes, officials and former government offi-
cials -and even corporations- for reasons
ranging from property damage to alleged
human rights violations. Given its implica-
tions, the scope of the Alien Tort Statute has
been reason of constant judicial and doctri-
nal debate.
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